STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BY HIS EXCELLENCY
NED LAMONT
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 7M

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY DURING COVID-19
PANDEMIC AND RESPONSE - EXTENSION OF AGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE
DEADLINES
WHEREAS, on March I 0, 2020, I issued declarations of public health and civil
preparedness emergencies, proclaiming a state of emergency throughout the State of
Connecticut as a result of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak in the United
States and confirmed spread in Connecticut; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7, dated March 12, 2020, among other things,
prohibited gatherings of250 people or more for social and recreational activities, including
but not limited to, community, civic, leisure, and sporting events; parades; conceits;
festivals; movie screenings; plays or performances; conventions; and similar activities, and
suspended various statutes and regulations to protect public health and safety; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7A, dated March 13, 2020, authorized the
Commissioner of Public Health to restrict entrance into nursing homes and similar facilities
to protect people who are most vulnerable to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7B, dated March 14, 2020, among other things,
modified in-person open meetings requirements, waived certain rules to mitigate the
critical shortage of hand sanitizer and personal protective equipment (PPE), maintain and
increase the availability of childcare, and provide for increased healthcare resources and
facilities; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7C, dated March 15, 2020, among other things,
cancelled classes in public schools for at least two weeks, provided for closure and remote
conduct of business at Department of Motor Vehicle branches, extended deadlines for
municipal budget preparations, and suspended or modified laws and regulations governing
health care data and visitation at certain health care and congregate care settings; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 70, dated March 16, 2020, restricted social and
recreational gatherings of all types to fewer than 50 people, closed bars and restaurants to
all service except food and non-alcoholic beverage takeout and delivery, closed gyms,
fitness centers and movie theaters, and prohibited on-site operations at off-track betting
facilities; and

WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7E, dated March 17, 2020, among other things,
waived the requirement for an 180-day school year, limited finge1printing availability to
that for critical requirements, extended the duration of various licenses and permits under
the authority of the Commissioner of Emergency Services and public protection, and
suspended ce1iain requirements for recoupment of overpayment and hearings conducted
by the Department of Social Services; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7F, dated March 18, 2020, ordered the closure of
Large Shopping Malls, the closure of places of public amusement except public parks and
open recreation areas, expanded Medicaid telehealth coverage, waived in-person service,
hearing, and screening requirements for certain Probate Court proceedings in vulnerable
group care settings, and clarified my order cancelling school classes; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7G, dated March 19, 2020, ordered the
postponement of the presidential primaty, suspended non-critical comt operations,
expanded the availability of telehealth services, and enacted additional public health
measures; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7H, dated March 20, 2020, limited the workplace
operations of non-essential businesses, and on-profit, created a process to designate those
that are essential, and provided for consistency across the state in governmental response
to the COVID-19 pandemic; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 71, dated March 21, 2020, among other things,
granted various forms of financial relief to recipients of public health and economic
assistance, enacted measures to protect the health of children in the care of the Department
of Children and Families, and enacted a series of measures to allow municipalities and their
administrative bodies to conduct essential business while reducing the risk of COVID-19
transmission; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7J, dated March 22, 2020, among other things,
expanded the availability of temporaty retired workers to fill critical staffing needs,
provided authority to expedite acquisition and leasing of propetty to meet emergency
response needs, and clarified restrictions on the operations of non-essential businesses; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7K, dated March 23, 2020, among other things,
suspended non-critical operations of the Probate Comt and the Workers' Compensation
Commission, authorized remote notarization, and provided the Commissioner of Public
Health with additional authority to expedite the public health response to the COVID-19
pandemic; and
WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7L, dated March 24, 2020, among other things,
extended the cancellation of public school classes through April 20, 2020, opened fishing
season early to provide a safe recreational activity during this period of limited availability
of other options, provided for continued availability of medical marijuana for patients with

debilitating conditions, eased the ability for certain patients to transfer between nursing
homes, and provided for increased availability of vital records services; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respirato1y disease that spreads easily from person to person
and may result in serious illness or death; and
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the COVID-19 outbreak a
pandemic; and
WHEREAS, the risk of severe illness and death from COVID-19 appears to be higher for
individuals who are 60 years of age or older and for those who have chronic health
conditions; and
WHEREAS, to reduce spread ofCOVID-19, the United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the Connecticut Depaitment of Public Health recommend
implementation of community mitigation strategies to increase containment of the virus
and to slow transmission of the virus, including cancellation of gatherings of fifty people
or more and social distancing in smaller gatherings; and
WHEREAS, if COVID-10 is transmitted to an elderly person, there is a high risk of serious
illness or mortality; and
WHEREAS, the reduction in state persollllel working at state agency offices, including
those of the Department of Transportation, and the difficulty in receiving and reviewing
plans and documents related to encroachment permits, have reduced the ability to review
and decide on applications for such encroachments within the statutorily mandated 90-day
deadline; and
WHEREAS, in order to further prevent the potential public threat and spread ofCOVID19
to any person who might participate in the process of submitting, reviewing, hearing,
discussing, deciding, or appealing an agency, board or commission decision, action, or
related activity, and to allow for delays and unavailability caused by disruptions related to
the COVID-19 pandemic, state agencies, boards, and commissions of this State require
discretion to manage deadlines associated with Chapter 54 of the Connecticut General
Statutes, the Uniform Administrative Procedure Act, and other statuto1y and regulatory
deadlines relevant to conducting the business of this State; and
WHEREAS, there is a significant public interest in ensuring that citizens retain their rights
under the Freedom of Information Act during this public health and civil preparedness
emergency, despite the delays and administrative difficulties that the COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, upon a proclamation that a civil preparedness emergency exists, section 289(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes authorizes the modification or suspension in
whole or in pai1 by executive order of any statute or regulation or requirement or part
thereof that conflicts with the efficient and expeditious execution of civil preparedness
functions or the protection of public health;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NED LAMONT, Governor of the State of Connecticut, by
viliue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the State of
Connecticut, do hereby ORDER AND DIRECT:

1. Tolling of Time Periods for Department of Transportation (DOT)
Final Determinations on Permits. Notwithstanding any provision of the
Connecticut General Statutes or any associated regulation, I hereby modify
Section 13b-31 f(l) of the Connecticut General Statutes to authorize the
Commissioner of Transportation to toll any deadlines for review and final
determination on any of the permit applications in such section, and issue
any implementing orders he deems necessary, provided such tolling period
shall cease on the date of termination of the public health and civil
preparedness emergency declared on March 10, 2020.

2. Suspension of Mandatory Statutory Filing Requirements for Freedom
of Infomiation Act Appeals and Decisions by the Freedom of
Information Commission. Notwithstanding the provisions of Conn. Gen.
Stat. Sec. l-206(b)(l), I hereby suspend, for the duration of this public
health and civil preparedness emergency: (1) the time requirements for
filing an appeal with the Freedom oflnformation Commission, which shall
be applicable to any appeal filed on or after the issuance date of this order;
and (2) the requirement that the Freedom oflnformation Commission must
hear and decide an appeal within one year after the filing of such appeal,
which shall be applicable to any appeal pending before such Commission
and any appeal filed on or after the issuance date of this order.

3. Authority to Extend Statutory and Regulatory Administrative
Deadlines by 90 Days. Notwithstanding any provision of the Connecticut
General Statutes, any regulation, or other provision of law, I hereby
authorize each department head, commissioner, agency head, and board
and commission of this State to extend, as they deem reasonably necessaiy
to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic or its effects, any statuto1y or
regulatory time requirements, decision-making requirements, hearings, or
other time limitations or deadlines, procedure or legal process pe1iaining
to matters under their respective jurisdiction, functions or powers for a
period not to exceed 90 days. Department heads, commissioners, agency
heads, and board and commission of this State may issue any orders
necessmy to implement and effectuate the purposes of this order and shall
publicly post and maintain such orders on their respective websites.

Unless otherwise specified herein, this order shall take effect immediately and shall
remain in effect for the duration of the public health and civil preparedness
emergency, unless earlier modified or terminated by me.
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 25th day of March, 2020.

Ned Lamont
Governor

By His Excellency's Command

/J.k:

9

v~L( -

Denise W. Merrill
Secretary of the State

