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AN ORDER SUSPENDING PROVISIONS OF CERTAIN HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONAL LICENSING STATUTES AND RULES IN ORDER TO FACILITATE
THE TREATMENT AND CONTAINMENT OF COVID-19
WHEREAS, the spread of the novel coronavirus disease referred to as COVID-19 has created a
public health emergency; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a highly contagious and sometimes fatal disease that has already
infected over 15,219 persons and caused over 201 deaths in the United States; and
WHEREAS, on March 11, the COVID-19 outbreak was characterized as a pandemic by the World
Health Organization; and
WHEREAS, the spread and identification of additional cases of COVID-19 in Maine is likely to
continue, and therefore, taking proactive steps to prevent a substantial risk to public health and
safety is paramount; and
WHEREAS, the escalating COVID-19 public health emergency will produce an extraordinary
demand on the State's healthcare system that will require a degree of flexibility and responsiveness
in the staffing of medical facilities that current licensing requirements of physicians, physician
assistants, and nurses cannot accommodate; and
WHEREAS, public and private health care, emergency, and other entities are engaged in efforts
throughout the state to treat and prevent the additional spread of COVID-19, and the provisions of
this Order are necessary to maximize those efforts to protect the health and safety of Maine
citizens; and
WHEREAS, 37-B M.R.S.§ 742( l)(C)(l) and (13)(c) expressly authorize the Governor during a
state of emergency declared due to the outbreak of COVID-19, to modify or suspend the
requirements for professional or occupational licensing or registration by any agency, board or
commission as well as heath care confidentiality and privacy statutes if strict compliance with such
requirements would in any way prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in dealing with the
emergency; and

