STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BY HIS EXCELLENCY
NED LAMONT

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 7C

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
AND RESPONSE - FURTHER SUSPENSION OR MODIFICATION OF STATUTES

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, I issued declarations of public health and civil preparedness
emergencies, proclaiming a state of emergency throughout the State of Connecticut as a result of
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak in the United States and confirmed spread in
Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7, dated March 12, 2020, prohibited gatherings of 250
people or more for social and recreational activities, including but not limited to, community, civic,
leisure, and sporting events; parades; concerts; festivals; movie screenings; plays or performances;
conventions; and similar activities, and suspended various statutes and regulations to protect public
health and safety; and

WHEREAS, my Executive Order No.7A, dated March 13, 2020, authorized the Commissioner of
Public Health to restrict entrance into nursing homes and similar facilities to protect people who
are most vulnerable to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, my Executive Order No. 7B, dated March 14, 2020, among other things, modified
in-person open meetings requirements, waived certain rules to mitigate the critical shortage of
hand sanitizer and personal protective equipment (PPE), maintain and increase the availability of
childcare, and provide for increased healthcare resources and facilities; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that spreads easily from person to person and
may result in serious illness or death; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has declared the COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic;
and

WHEREAS, the risk of severe illness and death from COVID-19 appears to be higher for
individuals who are 60 years of age or older and for those who have chronic health conditions; and

WHEREAS, to reduce spread of COVID-19, the United States Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Connecticut Department of Public Health recommend implementation of
community mitigation strategies to increase containment of the virus and to slow transmission of



the virus, including cancellation of large gatherings and social distancing in smaller gatherings;
and

WHEREAS, attendance at public meetings and proceedings is likely to increase the risk of
transmission of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, there is an increased risk of rapid spread of COVID-19 among persons residing in
congregate settings, such as inpatient or outpatient hospitals, clinics or other facilities for the
diagnosis, observation or treatment of persons with psychiatric and intellectual disabilities; and

WHEREAS, there exists a compelling state interest in collecting health information pertaining
to COVID-19 and its spread throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health has added COVID-19 to the
list of reportable diseases under Section 19a-215 of the Connecticut General Statutes; and

WHEREAS, Section 17a-547 of the Connecticut General Statutes governs the rights of patients
to receive visitors at regular visiting hours at inpatient or outpatient hospitals, clinics or other
facilities for the diagnosis, observation or treatment of persons with psychiatric and intellectual
disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Section 17a-238 of the Connecticut General Statutes governs the rights of persons
under the supervision of the Commissioner of Developmental Services to communicate freely
and privately with any person; and

WHEREAS, Section 52-146¢ of the Connecticut General Statutes limits the disclosure of
information that identifies a patient to any person, corporation or governmental agency without
the consent of the patient or the patient’s authorized representative; and

WHEREAS, Section 52-146f of the Connecticut General Statues provides exceptions to Section
52-146¢ of the Connecticut General Statutes;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, NED LAMONT, Governor of the State of Connecticut, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Connecticut, do hereby
ORDER AND DIRECT:

1. Cancellation of School Classes. To promote and secure the safety and protection of
children in schools related to the risks of COVID-19, all public school classes will be
cancelled for all students effective Tuesday, March 17, 2020 until March 31, 2020, unless
extended beyond that date. Private schools and other non-public schools are encouraged to
follow the same schedule. The Connecticut State Department of Education, the Connecticut
Department of Public Health, the Department of Children and Families, and the
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood, are directed to immediately work together to
implement measures to provide for the health, nutrition, safety, educational needs and well-
being of children during the class cancelation petiod.



. Flexibility of Graduation Requirements, and Prescribed Courses of Study. The
provisions of Sections 10-16b and 10-221a, and any associated regulations, rules, and
policies regarding prescribed courses of study and graduation requirements are modified
to authorize the Commissioner of Education to temporarily waive any requirements
contained therein as he deems necessary to address the impact of COVID-19 and school
class cancelations.

. Flexibility for Educator Prep Programs. The provisions of Section 10-145a, and any
associated regulations, rules, and policies regarding educator preparation programs are
modified to authorize the Commissioner of Education to temporarily waive any
requirements, contained therein as he deems necessary to address the repercussions of
college, university, and school class cancellations on students pursuing secondary
education programs. The Commissioner may issue any order that he deems necessary to
implement this order.

. Flexibility for Educator Certification Timelines, Educator Evaluations, and School
In-Services. The provisions of Sections 10-145, 10-145b, 10-145d, 10-151b, 10-151 and
10-220a, and any associated regulations, rules, and policies regarding educator certification
timelines, evaluations, and professional development requirements are modified to
authorize the Commissioner of Education to temporarily waive any requirements contained
therein as he deems necessary to address the impact the school class cancelations and
COVID-19 risks when classes resume and students return. The Commissioner may issue
any order that he deems necessary to implement this order.

. Extension of Municipal Budget Adoption Deadlines. Notwithstanding any provision of
the Connecticut General Statutes, including Title 7, or any special act, municipal charter
or ordinance, that conflicts with this order, all municipal budget deadlines for the
preparation of the municipal budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021 that fall on
any date prior to and including May 15, 2020 are extended by thirty (30) days. The
legislative body of the municipality, or in a municipality where the legislative body is a
town meeting, the board of selectmen, may alter or modify the schedules and deadlines
pertaining to the preparation and submission of a proposed budget and the deliberation or
actions on said budget by the legislative body or other fiscal authority, including any
required public hearing(s), publication, referendum or final budget adoption. All
submission dates may be postponed until such time as the legislative body approves said
modified schedule and deadline, consistent with the thirty (30) day extension.

. Extension of Regional Board of Education Budget Adoption Deadlines.
Notwithstanding any provision of the Connecticut General Statutes, including Title 10, or
any special act, municipal charter or ordinance, that conflicts with this order, all budget
deadlines for the preparation of regional school district budgets for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2021 that fall on any date prior to and including May 15, 2020 may be extended
by thirty (30) days. Any regional board of education may alter or modify the schedules
and deadlines pertaining to the preparation and submission of a proposed budget and the



10.

deliberation or actions on said budget by the legislative body or other fiscal authority,
including any required public hearing(s), publication, referendum or final budget
adoption.

Remote Conduct of DMV Operations. To protect public health and safety, particularly
the risk of transmission of COVID-19, by reducing in-person interactions, Title 14 of the
Connecticut General Statutes is hereby modified to authorize the Commissioner of Motor
Vehicles to issue any and all orders she deems necessary to close any DMV branch to
transaction of business by the public, facilitate the conduct of business remotely using
online methods or any other feasible means, including provision of any notice or conduct
of any hearing required pursuant to that Title, waive the suspension of licenses and other
credentials as required, and waive, modify or suspend related requirements in Title 14
that result from closure of DMV branch offices to the public. The Commissioner may
suspend any timeline or deadline for any notice or hearing required by this Title or by the
Uniform Administrative Procedure Act for up to 90 days. The Department of Motor
Vehicles shall post a plan on its website to instruct customers how to conduct business
remotely and provide updated information on services conducted by its partners. The
DMV shall implement its plan as soon as feasible, and shall review the plan weekly to
determine whether any modifications are necessary.

Limits on Visitors to Facilities That Treat Persons with Psychiatric Disabilities. For
the duration of the aforementioned public health and civil preparedness emergencies, or
until such time as I repeal or modify this executive order, notwithstanding Section 17a-547
of the Connecticut General Statutes or any other statute, regulation, local rule or ordinance
or provision of law, the Commissioners of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services and the Department of Public Health are authorized to issue any and all orders
restricting entrance into facilities, as defined in Section 17a-540(1) of the Connecticut
General Statutes, including Whiting Forensic Hospital, that the Commissioners deem
necessary to protect the health and welfare of patients, residents and staff.

Limits on Visitors to the Southbury Training School. For the duration of the
aforementioned public health and civil preparedness emergencies, or until such time as |
repeal or modify this executive order, notwithstanding Section 17a-238 of the of the
Connecticut General Statutes or any other statute, regulation, local rule or ordinance or
provision of law, the Commissioners of the Department of Developmental Services and the
Department of Public Health are authorized to issue any and all orders restricting entrance
into facilities, as referenced in Section 17a-231(1), the Southbury Training School and any
other facility operated by the Department of Developmental Services that the
Commissioners deem necessary to protect the health and welfare of patients, residents and
staff.

COVID-19 Information Sharing Between Facilities That Treat Persons with
Psychiatric Disabilities, DPH, and Local Health Directors. For the duration of the
aforementioned public health and civil preparedness emergencies, or until such time as |






